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6 HEN I read, with Admiration, «© After I have omitted it fo many Years, I 
oe the great Aftions of an Alexander, would not have it drawn at ‘laft by a Bungler, 
Wee a Cafar, ot a Tamerlane; or am and I am not in a Condition, at prefent, to 
HSE charm’d, ‘by the more powerful fatisfy one who is a Mafter; nor dol know 
Ar eweres Writings of a Homer, a Virgil, or a whether we have any Mafter, who would make 
Cicero, Tam fir’d with an impatient Longing, me a Prefent of it: Though a Painter is mach 
to’conceive their Turn of Perfor, Air, and more able to give, than a Poet to bay ; which 
Features,» And when my Fancy (fore’d to travel has put me upon confidering, what are the 
without.a Guide) has tir’d itfelf with’vain Eo- Reafons which make the Painter fo fuccefsful, 
deavours: to grz/p Ideas, that are thin, and fleet-' and the Poet fo unfortunate ; that make the 
ing, 1 lament that the Ataterials of the Painter’s’ Art of Poetry, and: the Art of Painting, which 
whl Arr, are not as lafting’as the Painter's Fame’ ate Sifters fo very Refembling, by Nature, fo 
is. For, in that cafe, Two: Sifter Arts, uniting’ very Different, by Fortune. | | 
their different Powers, the one tranfmitting’ | PRE | eis 
Souls, the’ other Bodies, (or the outward For’ A great Poct, for the moft Part, negleés: 
of Bodies) their combining Influence’woald be of’ and affronts Fortune, by making his Court. to 
Force to fruftrate Death itfelf:°' And all the Fame ; but Fame and Fortune are Rivals, that 
Ages of the World’ would feem tobe Corem- contend with each other, which ‘hall heap’ 







































poraries. . | 3 moft Favours upon’ the deferving Painter. Alb 
| (aa it to BgemmavbA ofg ylotiaiui ced Qheg t Painters that have appeared among: 
s . Buty here, ‘the Post tridmphs.' Wisi'Works us, have had Juftice done to theit Merit while: 


tha outlive the: Painter?s, though the Painter ‘begins’ they u’d, no Sign-poft- Painter has ever 
on ~=much-fooner to be famous, than thePoet does: yet pafs’d for a great Mafter. All the Painters,: 
ey and has alfo commonly the Advantage over’ whom our Kings have delighted to employ, a 

¢,f bjm, -with: Relation-to: Fortune : ‘The ftrongeft’ have been Mafters, as Holbin, Rubens, Vandyck, . a 

ct) @ ©Reafons of which Difference, 1 have dately read,' Leeley, Ryley, Kneller, and Thornhill, ae 
ut with Pleafure, in the following Letter, from - o . 

an excellent, and tearnéd,  Criticky whom I . But the contrary of this has happened with 
fpokeiof, ia a late Papér, and whofe Entou-' Regard to Poets, Several good ones, nay, fee. 
af "gemeur, i liam afraid,is (to the future: Ree veral of the bef, have been neglected during: 
_.fm proach of our-Age)- molt fhamefallydifpro-. their Life-rime, as Spencer, Milton, Butler, Oro: 
nom Portioned to his Merit, ee ee way, among ourfelves, and among the Ancients, 





Pi oh pb t eh i | Homer); while the moft contemptible of /all' 
eS, . There :is fomething extremely’ wer, io the” Scribblers have been Efteemed and Honoured. 
1B Subjedt, as: well as the ‘Sentiments, -ofothis Let-. Our Kings themfelves have, more than once,’ 2 
nM ter: And Lb will, therefore, take the Liberty: had fach vile Scribblers for their Poets, and have, 

to publifh it, for my Reader’s Entertainment; like Fortune,:taken a Pleafure.in exaleing Fools, 

thongh the Author, when te writ it, meant But tho’ a King can give a Mam) Title and Place,. 
-8 it only.for the private Satisfaction of a Gentle- only GOD can give bim Genwa.. ’Tis the Pre-! 

man of his Acquaintance. + gogative of a King to. make a Kmighr, but 

Pe 4 te only GOD can make a Poet, 
Otober tbe 7th, 1724. 


Bie x oR yet | The Reafons of the Difference which we 
p- Know not whether I fhould return yon fometimes find, in the Fortunes of great Poers 
re Thanks’ for your laft\Vilit or not, becaufe and Painters, appear tome to be chiefly thefe’ 


4: Iknow not whether J am indebted to Fortune, which follow. 
or to You for it. But 1 am obliged to take 
Notice, in a particular Manner, of the Defire The Firft is, That the great Painter, for each 
you exprefs’d, during our being together, thas of his Mafter-pieces, has but ome Original, and 
I-would -have my Pudéture—drawn, no Copy can come up to the eafie Grace and 
: Ni the 
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the natural Force of a beautiful Original, where- 
as, Of mafterly Poems, there are as many Orl- 
ginals, as there are true Copies ; and all of 
them have equal Force, and equal Grace and’ 
Beauty ; and this is none of the leaft Things 
that. render the Works of the Painter fo preci- 
ous, and the Artift himfelf ( fortupate. A 
Man’ may boy the Works of (Homer or gt 
for @ very Trifle, whereas thofe of Rephze 
are above aiy Value. But this multiplying of 
Originals gives the great Poer, at leaft, one 
Advantage over the famous Painrer, which is, 
that it renders what he writes perpetual. Aemer 
and Virgil ate immortal in their Works, but 
Zeuxis and Apelles are only fo in their Fame. 


Another Reafon.of this Difference, is, The 
Univerfality of the Language in which the 
Paiater. delivers his Art . The great Painter 
fpeaks.to al} Countries as intelligibly as to his 
own; nay, more intelligibly, more gracefully, 
and-more foreibly, to thofe Countries which 
are more polite ;:and, therefore, his Fame: 
keeps-equal Pace with his Merit; and whete- 
ever she goes, both Fortune. and Fame attend 
bim.-; ‘The more his Pieces: are kaown, the 
more. they. are: defired,) and: the more dearly: 
purchafed... Fhe greateft of Kings are ambi-) 
tious to be Mafters-of them, and anrbitions 
to poficis the Painsers, as welhas thew Works;| 
What modera Poet, duriag bis: Life-time, was 
ever’ ecad_ by, fo mapy Sovereign Princes, as 
were, dratn by the Hand of Titian 2? What: 
Prince ever heap’d thofe Honours on a Poet, 
that Charles the Fifth arr - ae oe the 
refowned Auguftzs himfelf, with all his Capa- 
city, and all his‘Greatoefs of Mind, fo. Honaur 
Blorace. or Virgel 2. Now, while the Painter’s, 
Fame and’ Fortune are unconfin’d, thofe of the. 
greatet of our Englifh Poets:ane. refrained’. ta: 
the Hlands of Great. Britaimand: dreland, that is, 
to lefs than Twenty Adilions-of People, of which, 

ps, there are hardly Five bumdred, which: 


is 


havea fine’ Tafte of Pocthys. > 


Another Reafon of the Dufference>in the! 
Fortunes of great Paintens and::Pocts, with re-\ 
gard to Painting after the Life, is the darling 
Intereft; and the datling) Pajfion,: of both Sexés, 
and efpeciallyoof the Women ; 00. Motivesis’ 
generally fo predominant, as that of Self-lnte-. 
reft; no Paflign: fo vehement sand fo ardent as 
SelfLiove. Now the Generality:of both: Sexes 
look upon their Perfons, as their -wery felves. It 
is' their Per fons, then; which they ardently de-° 
fire fhould be: advantageoufly known, and fairly 
diftingvifhed, «dnd» fhould: remain. after them. 
Thissthe. great Psater alone can perform, who 
is:fure to draw the beft Likenefs, and. yet, at 
the:fame Time, to diftinguifh a Face, from all 
other . Faces: whatever, which. “tis impoffible 
that the greateft Port in the World, can ever 
do, by Defcriptien. 


Another: Reafon of the forefaid. Difference, 
is, That few Perfous pretend to decide fove- 
reigoly in Paixting, but they who are acquainted 
with the Rules of the Art, and who, befides 
the Reading Ancient and Modern Hiftory, 
underftand Geornecry, Perfpective;' aad Apatomy ; 





whereas the Rabble of Mankind pretending to 
judge of Poetry, fovereigniy, and without A 
peal, wretched Poetaffers have been often ap. 
plauded, and excellent Poets neglected, becaute 
the tcormer write moft to the Capacity of the 
Rabbie. And there is one Thing, which | haye 
far nierly mentioned, and which | have.often ob. 
ferved, and always with fréhh Surprize, Thag 
the Rabble, by their Moife, atir Clamours, and 
their Obftinacv; “have often drawn ii Men who 
have pafs’d for Men of Senfe, to affirm their 
unrighteous Decrees 5 whereas. the Men of 
Senfe, with all their Judgment, and with alj 
their Perfevefance, have never been able to 
draw in the Rabble, without the: Affiftance of 
Time. ae , 

| ry a 

There is ftill another Reafon of the forefaid 
Difference in the Fortunes of _gteat.Poets.and 
Painters, which is this ; Moft Men are very 
fenfual ; and Pleafure of Senfe affects them, 
more than Pleafire merely) Jirellectial. They 
love to have their Underftandings informed 
by. their Seafes, becaufe that Inftru@ion gives 
them, Pleafure, without any Mixture of Pain, 
which always, in fome meafure, accompanies 
Labour and great Attention. And of all, the 
Seales, they love chiefly to be inftruéted by the 
Sight, becaufe the lnftruction that comes that 
Way,,.is attended with the leaft Labour. . And, 
it it be. true, that there are no inmate Ideas; if 
it be true, that there is nothing in the: Under. 
ftanding, but what. -was in. the external. Senfe 
before, then the, Method; of Inftruction vfed by: 
the Pwinter,: is the very: Method which God 
and JVature, have taken to inftructus.; And 
this. is the..Canufe of that excraordinafy. Plea.) 
fare ‘which, Mensreceive from Paintigg,> as 
Ariftorle Was, obferyed: in,.the . Fourth | Chapter 
of his Art of Poerry. And, in this, the Passer, 
has infinitely the Advantage of the Poer, The 
Painter’ ipfot ms the Underftanding, and warins 
the imagination, by {triking the Sigbr ftrongly,, 
and giviag atthe Height:of Pleafure ; while all: 
that.can be: done, of that kind, by the greateft. 
Poet that -ever liv'd, isto make. us vainly 
imagine, ‘that be fets Phings before our Eyes. 


: Thas a iI¢laid_ ‘before you fome of the: 
chief Reafons of the Difference that is found: 
in. the Fortunes: of Grear.'Boets and Painters ;: 
and, now, to end with the Bufinefs with which 


1 began, If he whom you. propofe to:.draw 
my Picture, is not a Adaffer, I fhall be un- 
willing to give him any Trouble. If he is a 
Mafter, he is Rich, as certainly as I am not fo: 
I therefore expeé&, That-he fhall do it insively 
graty; For as Painter, and: Poet, we ate Sifters 
Children, ‘and he -is worfe than a Jem, ‘who, 
being Rich: himfelf, wik sake Money of a Poor 
Relatior, 
1 am, SIR, 


Your moft Hamble, 
Faithful Servant, 


A. B. 


i. 
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Where Letiers and Advertifements are taken 10. 


And where Complete Setts may be bad. 





